
Professional Resume 
Dougan, Michael Bruce 

 
 Distinguished Professor Emeritus (2010-    )                                      
                Professor (1985-2006 ) 
                Associate Professor (1977-1985) 
                Assistant Professor (1971-1977) 
                Instructor (1970-1971) 
 
B.A. History          Southwest Missouri State University (1966) 
M.A. History        Emory University (1967) 
Ph.D. History        Emory University (1970) 
M.A. Thesis: "The Little Rock Press, 1860-1863," Emory University, 1968. 
Ph.D. Dissertation: "Confederate Arkansas: The People and Policies of a Frontier State in Wartime," 
Emory University, 1970 (Director: Bell I. Wiley). 
Fields of Specialization: Southern history, Arkansas history, Civil War history, legal history, medical 
history, musicology 
 
Honors 
                NDEA Fellow, 1966-1970 
                Colonial Dames of the State of Georgia Award, 1969 
                Mrs. Simon Baruch University Award, United Daughters of the Confederacy, 1972  
                Fellow of the Newberry Library, 1979 
                Violet B. Gingles Award, Arkansas Historical Association, 1980  
                NEH Fellow, 1983 
                Susie Pryor Award, Women's History Institute, 1986 
                Award of Merit, American Association for State and Local History, 1995 
                Joint Resolution, Arkansas Legislature, 1996 
                President's Award, Arkansas Libraries Association, 1997 
                Lifetime Achievement Award, Arkansas Historical Association, 2006  
 
Books Published 
                Confederate Arkansas: The People and Policies of a Frontier State in Wartime (University, Ala.: 
University of Alabama Press, 1976) 
                By the Cypress Swamp: The Arkansas Stories of Octave Thanet, with Carol W. Dougan (Little 
Rock: Rose Publishing Company, 1980) 
                George Berry Washington: Black Plantation Owner, with Adam G. Garson, Vanessa Patrick, 
Bernard W. Poirier, Stanley Sandler, and Judith W. Short (Fairfax, Va.: Iroquois Research Institute, 1981) 
                Arkansas History: A Selected Research Bibliography, with Tom W. Dillard (Little Rock, Ark.: 
Department of Arkansas Natural and Cultural Heritage,1984) 
                Confederate Women of Arkansas in the Civil War, edited, revised, and with new material 
(Fayetteville, Ark.: M & M Press, 1993) 
                Arkansas Odyssey: The Saga of Arkansas from Prehistoric Times to Present (Little Rock, Ark.: 
Rose Publishing Co., 1994) 
                Arkansas History: An Annotated Bibliography, compiled with Tom W. Dillard and Timothy G. 
Nutt (Westport: Greenwood Press, 1995) in Carol Bondhus Fitzgerald, ed., Biographies of the States of the 
United States, Number 5. 
                Arkansas Politics: A Reader, edited, with Richard P. Wang (Fayetteville, Ark: M & M Press, 
1997)  
                Community Diaries; Arkansas Newspapering, 1819-2002. (Little Rock: August House, 2003). 
                Uniquely Arkansas. (Chicago: Heinemann Library, 2004). 
 
Chapters in Books 
                "Thomas C. Hindman: Arkansas Politician and General," Rank and File: Civil War Essays in 
Honor of Bell I. Wiley, ed. James I. Robertson and Richard M. McMurry (San Rafael: Presidio Press, 
1976).   
                "Arkansas in the Civil War," Historical Report of the Secretary of State, III (Little Rock: 
Secretary of State, 1978). 
                "Henry Gaston Bunn," Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, I (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 1979). 
                "Introduction," A Century of Second Judicial Judges, composed and compiled by Nadine Jamison 
and Janet Walden (N.P.: 1981). 
                 "Archibald Yell," "Harris Flanagin," "Elisha Baxter," The Governors of Arkansas: Essays in 
Political Biography, ed. Timothy P. Donovan and Willard P. Gatewood, Jr. (Fayetteville, Ark.: University 
of Arkansas Press, 1981).          
                "Arkansas," The Confederate Governors, ed. W. Buck Yearns (Athens, Ga.: University of 
Georgia Press, 1984). 
                "Arkansas, Slavery," Dictionary of Afro-American Slavery, eds. Randall M. Miller and John 
David Smith (New York: Free Press, 1988, 1997). 
                "A Late Frontier," The Arkansas Delta: A Land of Change, ed. Tom Baskett (Helena, Ark.: Delta 
Cultural Center, 1990). 
                "'Dug Up from the Hitherto Dark Unfathomed Recess of Nature': Abortion and the 
Modernization of Medicine, 1875-1920," Contributions to Arkansas Medical History: History of Medicine 



Associates Research Award Papers, 1986-1987, ed. Edwina Walls (Charlotte, N.C.: Delmar Printing Co., 
1990). 
                "Henry Brockholst Livingston," "John McLean," "Robert Cooper Grier," "William Strong," The 
Oxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the United States, ed. Kermit L. Hall (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1992). Note: the Livingston entry was revised for the second edition of this classic in 
2005. 
                "Pasquilino Brignoli: Tenor of the Golden West," in John L. DiGaetani and Josef P. Sirefman, 
eds., Opera and the Golden West; The Past, Present, and Future of Opera in the U.S.A. (Rutherford: 
Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1994). 
                "Pasquilino Brignoli," "Harvey Crowley Couch," "Alice French," "Charles Willis Garrison," 
Theodore Lafayette Lamb," "Mary Lewis," "Henry Brockholst Livingston," "Joseph Stanley Pennell," 
"John Smith Phelps," Dorothy Scarborough," "Eleanor Steber," "Luisa Tetrazzini," and George Berry 
Washington," in American National Biography (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999). 
                "Alice French," "Albert Pike," and "Opie Read," in Encyclopedia of American Literature (New 
York: Continuum Press, 1999). 
“The Blue Flame; Or, Quid sit jus, et in quo consistit injuria, legis est definire [What constitutes right, and 
what injury, is the business of the law to declare]: Medical Malpractice in Arkansas in the Twentieth 
Century,” Contributions to Arkansas Medical History, History of Medicine Associates Research Papers, 
No. 2. Kansas City: Walsworth Printing Co., 1999. 
 “Say ‘Au Revoir’ but not ‘Good-Bye:’ The Enduring Confederate Government of Arkansas,” in 
Mark K. Christ, ed., “The Earth Reeled and Trees Trembled;” Civil War Arkansas, 1863-1864 (Little 
Rock: Old State House Museum, 2007).) 
“Garland, Augustus Hill,” in Roger K. Newman, ed., The Yale Biographical Dictionary of American Law. 
New Haven: Yale University Press, 2009.  
“’An eternal chitter chatter kept up in the galleries:’ The Arkansas Secession Convention, March-June, 
1861,” in Mark K. Christ, ed., The Die is Cast: Arkansas Goes to War, 1861. Little Rock:  Butler Center 
Books, 2010. 
“Up in Smoke,” Celebrating Our First Century; Embrace the Past, 1909-2009, Arkansas State University. 
State University: Arkansas State University, 2011. 
 
Articles 
                "The Little Rock Press Goes to War," Arkansas Historical Quarterly, XXVIII (Spring 1969), 14-
28. 
                "A Look at the 'Family' in Arkansas Politics, 1858-1865," Arkansas Historical Quarterly, XXIX 
(Summer 1970), 99-112. 
                "Life in Confederate Arkansas," Arkansas Historical Quarterly, XXXI (Spring 1972), 15-36. 
                "Two Manuscript Folksongs from Civil War Arkansas and Their Background," Mid-South 
Folklore, II (Winter 1974), 83-88. 
                "Bumpkins and Bigots: The Arkansas Image in Fiction," Publications of the Arkansas 
Philological Association, I (Summer 1975), 5-15. 
                "Civil War Years in Craighead County," Craighead County Historical Quarterly, XIII (Spring 
1975), 18-23. 
                "When Fiction is Reality: Arkansas Fiction of Octave Thanet," Publications of the Arkansas 
Philological Association, II (Summer 1976), 29-36. 
                "Mary Lewis: An Arkansas Girl in Grand Opera," The Record Collector, XXIII (December 
1976), 29-36. 
                "The American Civil War: A Pilot Seminar Project," Arkansas Social Studies Teacher, III 
(Spring 1977), 27-29. 
                "William Quesenbury: Poet of Arkansas," Publications of the Arkansas Philological Association, 
III (Summer 1977), 1-7. 
                "'A Touching Enigma;' The Opera Career of Mary Lewis," Arkansas Historical Quarterly, 
XXXVI (Autumn 1977), 258-279. 
                "An Ozark Boy in the Confederate Ranks: The Soldier Letters of W.V. Stark," Mid-South 
Folklore, VI (Summer 1978), 37-42. 
                "Mysterious Paddy in the Arkansas Lowlands," Craighead County Historical Quarterly, XVII 
(Summer 1979), 19-21. 
"An Interview with John William Clark by Larry Ball and Michael Dougan," Craighead County Historical 
Quarterly, XXI (Spring 1983), 7-19. 
                "The Doctrine of Creative Destruction: Ferry and Bridge Law in Arkansas," Arkansas Historical 
Quarterly, XXXIX (Summer 1980), 136-158. 
                "Uncle Bill Ismmael and Butch Dickson Receive a  Northern Visitor: America's Working People 
by Charles B. Spahr," Craighead County Historical Quarterly, XIX (Winter 1981), 3-13. 
                "Bravo Brignoli! The First Opera Season in Arkansas," Pulaski County Historical Review, XXX 
(Winter 1982), 74-80. 
                "Henry M. Cooley and His Legacy to Northeast Arkansas," Craighead County Historical Society, 
XXI (Spring 1983), 1-2. 
                "Alice French and Her Legacy to Northeast Arkansas," Stream of History, XX (August 1983), 2-
6. 
                "Local Colorists and the Race Question: Opie Read and Octave Thanet," Publications of the 
Arkansas Philological Association, IX (Fall 1983), 26-35. 
                "An American Tragedy: Roaring Twenties Soprano Mary Lewis," Opera News, XL (July 1984), 
32-35. 
                "Arkansas Married Woman's Property Law and the Independence County Women Who Used It," 
Bits of Bark from the Family Tree, IX (December 1984), 158-160. 



                "A Perspective for the Future: Arkansas Must Learn From Lessons of the Past," Arkansas Leader 
(February 1984); reprinted in Arkansas Business, 1984. 
                "The Arkansas Married Woman's Property Law," Arkansas Historical Quarterly, XLVI (Spring 
1987), 3-26. 
                "Herrmann Hirsch and the Siege of Jackson," Journal of Mississippi History, LIII (February 
1991), 19-34. 
                "Green Bean Lore: A History Professor Talks About His Arkansas Beans," Arkansas Times, XX 
(April 14, 1994), 23. 
                "The Horseless Carriage House," with Carol W. Dougan, Old-House Journal, XXII (July/August 
1994), 56-59. 
                "Arkansas," Encarta Encyclopedia (Microsoft, 1996). 
                “An Arkansas Aria; Opera Star Mary Lewis Sings Again – on CD.” Arkansas Times, XXI 
(August 4, 2005). 
 “David Walker: The Whig on the State Supreme Court,” The Arkansas Lawyer, XLII (Summer 
2007), 22. 
 “An Apple a day; Arkansas should make the ‘Black’ official,” Arkansas Times, XXXVI 
(November 12, 2009), 10-11. 
 “Basil Baker’s Seven Years and Five Days, Part I,” The Arkansas Lawyer, XLV (Spring 2010), 
24. 
 “Part II: Taking Judicial Cognizance of Soap: Justice Basil Baker’s Wit and Wisdom,” The 
Arkansas Lawyer, XLV (Summer 2010), 30.  
“Sterling Robertson Cockrill: The Youngest Chief Justice, Part 1,” The Arkansas Lawyer, XLVI (Summer 
2011), 30. 
 
Sterling Robertson Cockrill: The Youngest Chief Justice, Part 2,” The Arkansas Lawyer, XLVI (Fall 2011), 
28. 
 
Arkansas Encyclopedia of History & Culture 
 Arkansas Married Woman’s Property Law  

Aviation 
Basil Baker 
Norman Baker 
Elisha Baxter 
Bradley Bunch 

 Charles Hillman Brough 
 Business, Commerce, and Industry  
 Francis Adams Cherry 

 Jno. R. Eakin 
Education, Elementary and Secondary 
Education, Higher 
 Harris Flanagin 
Food and Foodways 
Far West Academy 
Ozro A. Hadley 
Health and Medicine 
J.V. Bell House  
Marjorie Florence Lawrence 
J. Marion Futrell  
Robert McFerrin, Sr. 
Medical Malpractice 
Military 
William R. Miller 
Missouri Bootheel 
Mountain Home College 

 Isaac Murphy 
 Nicholas Bartlett Pearce 
 William Minor Quesenbury  
 Opie Pope Read 
 Recreation & Sports  

Henry Massie Rector 
Sallie Irene Robinson-Stanfield Riley 
Rison et al v. Farr 
Adah Lee Pettey Roussan 
Sanitation 
Secession Convention 
Volvey Voltaire Smith 
Transportation 
David Walker 
William Warfield 
Archibald Yell   

 Tourism 
 Sterling Robertson Cockrill 
 
 
 



Public History Contributor 
                A Survey Level Report of the Buffalo Creek Diversion Project, Craighead and Mississippi 
Counties, Arkansas. 1978 
                A Reconnaissance Level Report of the Belle Fountain Ditch and Tributaries Project, Mississippi 
County, Arkansas, and Dunklin and Pemiscot Counties, Missouri. 1978 
                A Survey Level Report of Ditches 70, 71,  72 and 25 Channel Enlargement Project, Mississippi 
County, Arkansas. 1978 
                A Survey Level Report of the Madison to Highway 64 Channel Cleanout Project. 1978 
                A Survey Level Report of the Blackfish Bayou Channel Enlargement Project, Items 2 and 3, St. 
Francis and Crittenden Counties, Arkansas. 1979. 
                Cairo Lowland Archeology: The Second Step. 1991 
                Robert H. Lafferty, III, and Kathleen M. Hess, Archeological Investigation in the New Madrid 
Floodway (Mid-Continental Research Associates, 1996) [Chapter 3, pp. 31-71] 
     Lafferty, Robert H. III, Michael P. Hoffman, Michael B. Dougan, Gloria A. Young and Margaret L. Buckner 
2002  Phase I Cultural Affiliation Study of Buffalo National River, Arkansas. Draft report submitted to the National 

Park Service, Midwest Support Office, Omaha, under Purchase Order P6068990028. MCRA Report 2000-4. 
  
Selected Papers 
  
                "William M. Quesenbury," Arkansas Historical Association, April 1972. 
                "Music in Confederate Arkansas," Ozark Heritage Institue, September 1986. 
                "Mary Lewis: A Hot Springs Girl in Grand Opera," Arkansas Historical Association, April 1975 
                "The Arkansas Common Soldier in the Civil War," Mid-America Conference on History, 
September 1977 
                "Octave Thanet: A Northern Authoress and Her Southern Sisters - A Dilemma," Missouri Valley 
History Conference, March 1977. 
                "Arkansas in the Confederacy," National Congress of Civil War Roundtables, October 1979 
                "Henry M. Rector of Arkansas," Southern Historical Association, November 1979. 
                "The Swamps of Rackensack: A Study of the Economic, Social, and Political Results of Arkansas 
Drainage, 1890-1980." Soil Conservation Society of America, August 1984. 
                "The Republicans in Reconstruction Arkansas: Opportunistic Thieves or Hamstrung 
Modernizers?" American Historical Association, December 1984. 
                "'The Pathology of Submarginal Folk:' The Poor Law in Arkansas." Southern Historical 
Association, 1988. 
                "Herrmann Hirsch and the Siege of Jackson, Mississippi." Southern Jewish Historical Society, 
1990. 
                "Pasquilino Brignoli: Tenor of the Golden West." Opera and the Golden West; Past, Present and 
Future of Opera in the USA. Hofstra Univeristy, 1991. 
                "Thomas Hart Benton: Ozarks Observer." Popular Culture Association, 1992. 
                "Rev. Elias Camp Morris and Henry Price: Centennial Cornerstones." Delta Cultural Center, 
Arkansas State University Museum, 1994. 
                “Arkansas and Religion: ‘Bringing in the Sheaves,’ 1800-1900.” Arkansas Historical 
Association, Fifty-Ninth Annual Meeting, April 14, 2000. 
                “A Northern Republican in the Rural South: Octave Thanet (1850-1934) as Social Critic.” 
American Literature Association, May 28, 2004. 
                “A Northern Republican in the Rural South: Octave Thanet as Social Critic,” American 
Literature Association, May 27, 2004. 
  
Professional Memberships 
                State Historical Society of Missouri (1960-    ) 
                Southern Historical Association (1968-    ) (Note: Membership Committee, 1980, Local 
Arrangements Committee, 2004) 
                Arkansas Historical Association (1968-    ) (Note: Board member, 1978-1983; President, 1984-
1986) 
                Craighead County Historical Society (1970-    ) (Note: Board member, 1978-1983, President, 
1979-1980) 
                 
 


